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when, too, every one comes to respond with joyful efforts to your 
simple appeal, will be an auspicious one, I hope, for these simple 

lines; it is a child and a subject of St. Louis who supplicates and 
the cause, moreover, is such an urgent one. Grant, I beseech you, 

the prayer of 
Your very respectful and devoted brother, 

Simon Brute.5 

The dedication of the new Cathedral occurred on the fol­
lowing Sunday, October 26. Two days later the learned 
Bishop of Vincennes was consecrated by Bishop Flaget of 
Bardstown, assisted by Bishop Rosati of St. Louis and Bish­
op Purcell of Cincinnati.6 Nearly all the clergy who had 
assisted at the dedication of the Cathedral stayed to wit­
ness this solemn rite by which a new successor was given 
to the Apostles, a bishop placed in charge of a new diocese, 
and an eminent prelate added to the hierarchy in the United 
States. An eloquent sermon on the divine institution of the 
episcopacy was preached by Bishop Purcell on the text; 
"Simon lovest thou me more than these?" (Jn. 21 :12) . 
In the course of his remarks, the Bishop established by 
several brief but peremptory arguments from scripture and 
tradition, the divine institution of episcopacy; expatiated 
on the services rendered by the first order of the Christian 
Hierarchy to religion, by the vigilance with which, whether 
assembled in general council, or in their respective provinc­
es and sees, the bishops detected and proscribed every error, 
avoided the profane novelties of words, reduced to silence 
the oppositions of knowledge falsely so-called, and faith­
fully "kept the truth committed to their trust." In proof of 
the salutary influence possessed and exercised by the 
episcopal body, in the middle ages, for the improvement 
of legislation, the extinction of feuds, the diffusing of learn-

s Original in St. LCA. G. J. Garraghan, The Catholic Church in 
Chicago. pp. 77-79. 

6 Brute Journal, Georgetown, U A. Fol. 92, 6; H. J. Alerding, 
History of the Diocese of V incennes, p. 127; M. Meline,-E. 
Mcsweeny, The Story of the Mountain, I, p. 324; J. Rothensteiner, 
History of the Archdiocese of St. Louis, p. 513. St. Louis, 1928; The 
Catholic Record, May 21, 1891. Indianapolis. 
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. and consequent amelioration of the condition of the hu­
lllg . ce he adduced the authority of Protestant as well as 
man. ia ' . 'd . 
Catholic historians. F!nally, af~er a short b~t v~vi e.~posi: 
. f the virtues which so emment a stat10n impenoush 

tion ° · · 1 d d "th demands in him who has been raised to it, he cone _u e wi 
the impressive admonitions in the words of Sc_riptu~e ad­
dressed particularly to the newly consecrated Bishop . 

H 
they made thee ruler? Be not lifted up: be among them 

ave k' 
f them Have care of them. Feed the flock of God, ta mg 

as one o · 
f ·t not by constraint but willingly, according to God; not 

car e o 1 , ' . . 
for filthy lucre's sake, but voluntarily, neither as lordm~ 1t ~ver the 
clergy, but being made a pattern of the flock. Pursue Justice, god­

liness, faith, charity, patience, mildness, fight the good fight of 
faith. lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art called, keep the 
com~andments without spot, blameless, unto the coming of the Lord 
J esus Christ, from Whom you shall receive a never-fading crown of 

glory. To Him be honor and empire everlasting. Amen. (Cf. 1 

Pet. 5 :2-4; 2 Tim. 2:22; 1 Tim. 6:14; etc.) 7 

On the day following this solemn rite the. newly co~­
secrated Bishop of Vincennes addressed the fait~fu_l of ~is 
vast diocese in a pastoral letter that was edifymg, m-
structive, and encouraging. 

SIMON GABRIEL, by the Grace of God and the appointment 

of the Holy See, Bishop of Vincennes. 

To all the Faithful of our Diocese, grace be unto you from God 

the Father, and peace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Beloved Brethren:-
Divine Providence sends me among you as the first Bish~p of 

the newly erected Diocese of Vincennes, through the unammous 
call of the Bishops, assembled in council in Baltimore, last_ year, 

and the appointment of the common Father of the Fa1:hful, 
Gregory XVI, the Vicar of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chnst on 
earth, as expressed in his Bull of the 6th of May last. Unworthy 

1 The Catholic T elegmph, III (1834) '· N?· 52 .. M.A. Mcianh? A;c~-
bishop Purcell and The Diocese of Cincinnati, P· 22. as mg O 

, 

D. C., 1918. 
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as I am of so great an honor, and of myself unequal to th h 
my only trust is in God, and therefore earnestly call" ef c arge, 

· · h · mg or Your 
prnyern, t at I may obtam His divine assistance I come t b 
chief pastor. I come to be a first link in the ~uc . o e your 

h f cession of those 
w o, or ages to come, we do so 'trust in God a re destined to tt 

·th th · ' a end 
Wl e1r cooperators in a divinely instituted mi . t ' · · ms ry, to Your 
spiritual wants and those of your future progeny. 

When you are thus entrusted to our care by the great Shepherd 
of our souls, the warning of the Apostle of the Nat· t ions, o us and 
our successors in the same charge in the bosom of the C th 1· 
Chur h · t b • . a o 1c c is o e r eceived with the sacred mixture of fear d 
fid th t . an con-

ence a 1t necessarily creates- "Take I d t · iee o yourselves 
and to all the flock over which this Holy Ghost hath plac d 
B' h e you-

is ops to rule the Church of God which he hath h d 
His own Blood." ' pure ase with 

Saying "yourselves and all the flock," the divine word my b th 
r f 'bl ' re -en, orc1 y marks, that the interest and duty both of the pastors 
and. the flock_ are the same: to live in the same obedience and 
fidehty to thell' Lord and His Church himself havi'n d 't . • g ma e 1 , are 
inseparable allegiance; to embrace His law, receive His grace and 
save together their souls for the life to come. For, my bret~ren 
every day_ spent on this earth makes us draw nearer and nearer t~ 
our etermty, and that judcrment of God that 't . "' awa1 s every one of 
us. Am1~st all the anxieties and distractions of \;he present life, a 
last day is approaching! Death will soon bid us go and leave all 
the occupations, pains, and pleasures of this world to be shared b 
other passengers, like ourselves, passengers of a day! Death wi~ 

soon have called us to "stand at the tribunal of Christ " to receive 

from Him the sentence of condemnation, happiness ' or misery 

through _that immense eternity. Yes, beloved bret~ren, let on; 
common interest and purpose cement our union in Christ; to save 
together our souls. To reach heaven and avo1·d h 11 • . . e 1s our common 
aim, to hve a good life and do penance (for who needs not pen-

ance?) ~ur co~mon duty. Giving glory to God and cherishing 
peace with all is our consolat ion on earth. "fa1·th h d h ··t 
th th 

, , ope an c an y, 
ese ree things " must h . , prove our w ole treasure, as they are the 

only certam pledge of real and lasting happiness. 
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Such, my brethren, is the whole object and zeal of our union in 
Jesus Christ. He came to save us on the cross, we will trust and 
serve Him as our Lord and Saviour-. He taught, first, His divine 
doctrine, then instituted His Church, to preserve it unchangeable 
to the end of time; we will, t he pastor and the flock, with one 
hear t follow His doctrine, obey His only true Church-the sacra­
ments of His grace; and above all, the Eucharistic sacrifice, we 
will ever consider as the richest legacy of His love, established by 
Him for our blessing, therefore, neither to be neglected nor abused 
-our baptism we will faithfully remember; in penance, through 
sincere confession and contrition, we will seek the r emedy of our 
sins; in communion, the support and joy of our souls. 

Addressing thus our Catholic brethren, we forget not that portion 
of our flock which unhappy contentions, misleading in time past 
their ancestors, separated from their common Mother. Happy to 
see them daily forgetting those times, and inclining, we hope, to 
come and enjoy with us all the means ordained for our salvation, 
looking upon us as the only ministers of Christ and the dispensers 
of the mysteries of God. We will not cease to claim humbly and 
affectionately from them that confidence from which prejudice or 
misrepresentations cannot long estrange hearts of good will, men 
of good sense. Let t hem be at least convinced that sincere love 
and respect towards them are duties which we mean never to forget. 

As for the interests of society, our magistrates and officers of 
all kinds watch over them, under Providence and the Will of God, 
manifested by that of their fellow citizens, sanctions their authority 
-true religion by the voice of the Apostles having so proclaimed 
from the beginning- the activity and industry of our citizens are 
alive on all sides in these so rapidly improving countries, to pro­
mote the wonderful blessings bestowed on the land by the Creator. 
It is religion, however, that most effectually che1·ishes, supports, 
and sanctions all the obligations, all the occupations, of good men. 
Her pastors have them all equally at heart, sharing with their 
worthy cooperators in all the legitimate joys and sorrows of the 
flock. Our prayer will only be, that they be all sanctified-for this 
is the will of God, that both the blessings and trials of the present 
life, all its labors and all its events, be equally directed by men to 
secure their reward in the next. To this, faith constantly recalls 
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us; Christian hope points steadfastly; charity refers everything, 
making it ever tend towards the "one thing necessary," the salvation 
of our souls. 

Your Bishop, beloved brethren, entering thus on his holy duty, 
begs humbly and earnestly your prayers, and entreats also fervent­
ly, the God of mercy to bless you; to fill you with that spirit of 
peace, charity, and piety, which has the best promises both of the 
present time and of the life to come. Jesus Christ said "I am the 
way, the truth and the life"-may He ever find the pastor and the 
flock His faithful followers, and receive them together in the king­
dom of His glory. May He give rest to those who are gone beforr 
us,-your departed friends, for whom we shall henceforth unite 
our prayers to yours, especially at the divine sacrifice. 

With you we shall honor the Saints who reign triumphantly in 
heaven, call for their protection and that of the Angels to whom 
says the Divine Word, our Lord "hath given charge over us, ~ 
keep us in all our ways." We place our Cathedral under the special 
protection of Saint Francis Xavier, the whole Diocese under that 
of the glorious Mother of God, the Blessed Virgin Mary, towards 
whom it was in all ages the spirit of the Church, that all Christians 
should entertain the most tender devotion. 

Beloved brethren, "we are the children of the Saints," as we pass 
on earth to go and to meet them in heaven. Permit me, then, to 
conclude with these few words more of the divine scriptures: "The 
grace of God and Saviour hath appeared to all men, instructing us, 
that renouncing iniquity and worldly desires, we should live soberly 
and justly and piously in this world, waiting for the blessed hope 
and the corning of the glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, .... a people acceptable, pursuing good works .... he who 
shall persevere to the end shall be saved .... the grace and peace of. 
our Lord be with you." 

Given at St. Louis the day after our consecration, 29, 10th month, 
1834. 

IF Simon, Bishop of Vincennes.• 

8 The W estern Sun a~ Gene:al Advertizer, XXV (1834), p. 1. 
H: S. Cauthorn, St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, pp. 44-46. Indianap­
olis, 1892; The Catholic Recoi·d, May 14, 1891. Indianapolis. 
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During the octave of the dedication of the Cathedral 
solemn services were held daily, eloquent and instructive 
discourses were delivered to large crowds of people, and the 
entire celebration bore the aspect of a Jubilee. The sermons 
were delivered by the three Bishops together with Fathers 
Abell, Hitzelberger, Timon, Smith, Van de Velde, Borgna, 
Verhaegen, and Petit. The English discourses were con­
troversial while those delivered in French dealt with pious 
subjects. Bishop Rosati, who was indisposed from the 
fatigue incidental to the dedication ceremonies together 
with the cares of his daily life, was unable to preach. 
Bishop Brute preached on the eve of All Saints. On this 
occasion he said: "Tomorrow is the Feast of All Saints­
let us first honor their Queen," and he then paraphrased 
the Magnificat. He also delivered a very inspiring discourse 
on the subjects of Heaven and Eternity at the Pontifical 
High Mass on the following day. On Sunday, octave of the 
dedication of the Cathedral, Bishop Brute officiated pon­
tifically. 

At noon on Monday, November 3, Bishops Flaget, Purcell, 
and Brute together with Fathers Abell, Petit, Hitzelberger, 
and a seminarian, Mr. Ratigan, bade Bishop Rosati and his 
clergy an affectionate farewell and departed for Vincennes. 
The journey by stage required two days and they arrived 
about noon on Wednesday, November 5. Shor tly before 
reaching Vincennes they were met by a deputation of the 
citizens consisting of both Protestants and Catholics ac­
companied by Father Lalumiere, who welcomed most 
cordially their newly consecrated bishop and his worthy 
guests. This group of men also informed the prelates of 
the death of Archbishop Whitfield, but they were unable to 
impart any of the details which would have been interesting 
and consoling to these clergymen who immediately in the 
stage recited aloud the De Profundis for the repose of their 
common Father. 

The installation took place that same evening. Bishop 
Flaget addressed the newly consecrated prelate to remind 
him of his duties. Bishop Brute also spoke. Both dis-


